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To  the  Rugeley  Urban  District  Council. 


RUGELEY. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report,  the 
arrangement  of  which  follows  the  lines  of  that  presented  last  year. 

The  Urban  District  of  Rugeley  is  a  nearly  circular  area  of  651  acres,  lying  in 
the  valley  of  the  Trent,  on  the  South-west  side  of  that  river,  and  North-east  of 
Cannock  Chase.  One  third  of  the  area  on  the  South  side  is  on  a  subsoil  of 
marl,  the  second  third  lying  to  the  West  and  South-west  is  on  sandstone,  and 
the  remainder  is  on  gravel.  The  highest  land  is  on  the  south  where  it  gradually 
rises  to  Cannock  Chase. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  4504,  and  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1920  is  4933. 

There  were  128  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1920,  and 
the  corrected  number  is  129.  There  were  6  illegitimate  births. 

The  corrected  birth-rate  is  26'14  per  1000  inhabitants,  which  is  4*12  above 
the  average  of  the  last  5  years. 

There  were  44  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  the  corrected  number 
being  50,  giving  a  corrected  death-rate  of  10T3  per  1000  inhabitants,  which  is 
3’3  below  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

There  were  11  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile 
death-rate  of  100'77  per  1000  births,  which  is  20  above  the  average  of  the  last 
five  years. 

The  chief  industries  of  the  district  are  as  follows  A  Tannery  employs 
about  60  hands  ;  a  Clothier’s  Factory  about  40  hands  ;  a  Sock  Factory  40 
hands  *  and  a  Paper  Bag  Making  Workshop  about  30  hands,  and  there  is  a  small 
Chandlery  and  Iron  Foundry.  A  considerable  number  of  Miners,  employed 
outside  the  district,  live  in  the  town. 

Out-door  Relief.— The  Relieving  Officer  informs  me  that  during  the 
year  out-door  relief  was  given  to  13  men,  26  women,  and  28  children,  and  that  of 
these  there  were  6  widows  with  14  children,  and  4  women  living  apart  from  their 
husbands  with  6  children. 

Hospital. — There  is  a  small  District  Hospital  with  13  beds  and  2  cots, 
which  is  utilised  by  this  district  and  an  area  of  about  25  square  miles  around  it. 
There  were  151  patients  admitted  for  treatment  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. — This  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  an  Artesian  Well  situated  on 
Cannock  Chase.  It  is  run  into  a  reservoir  and  reaches  the  town  by  gravitation. 
The  water  is  of  most  excellent  quality,  well  aerated  and  most  potable.  The 
reservoir  is.  however,  not  large  enough  in  a  dry  season,  and  this  is  aggravated 
by  supplying  water  to  districts  outside  the  area  of  this  District.  There  are  still 
27  houses  using  their  own  wells. 

Drainage. — The  district  was  originally  drained  by  large  oval  brick  drains 
about  3  feet  in  diameter.  These  have  been  to  a  large  extent  replaced  by  glazed 
stoneware  pipes.  There  are,  however,  still  about  850  yards  of  the  old  sewers  in 
use.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  two  septic  tanks  which  have  worked  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  25  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  sanitary 
dust-bins  provided  in  their  place.  There  are  now  about  294  ashpits  in  the 
district,  the  rest  of  the  houses  using  dust-bins  which  are  emptied  regularly. 

Closet  Accommodation. — 27  Privies  have  been  abolished  during  the 
year,  and  13  W.C’s  with  flushing  cisterns  ;  16  hand-flushed  Closets  and  1  pail 
Closet  have  been  provided. 

The  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  district  on  the 
31st  December,  1920,  were — 

596  W.C.’s  with  flushing  cisterns. 

514  W.C.’s  hand-flushed. 

1  Slop  Water  Closet. 

99  Privies  (fixed  receptacles). 

23  Pail  Closets. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District.— A  tabulated  summary  of  the  work 
done  under  this  heading  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

Premises,  etc.,  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws.— There  is  only  one  Common 
Lodging  House  in  the  district,  and  this  is  kept  in  good  order. 

Schools. — There  are  four  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district.  The 
Infant  School  (C.E.)  was  closed  from  March  15th  to  April  5th,  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough.  The  sanitary  condition  of  all  of  them  is  good. 


Food. 

Milk  Supply. — There  is  a  good  supply  of  Milk  to  the  district,  situated 
as  it  is  in  the  middle  of  a  large  milk-producing  area.  There  are  16  persons 
registered  as  purveyors  of  milk,  and  4  of  these  are  registered  as  cow-keepers, 
residing  in  the  district ;  these  latter  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are,  with  the  exception  of  3,  old,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  2,  much  too  near  dwellings.  This  apparently  cannot  be  remedied 
under  the  present  conditions.  Their  number  is  as  follows  :  — 

1914  Jan.,  1920  Dec.,  1920 
Registered  ...  7  6  6 

Licensed  ...  7  6  6 

Meat  Inspection.— Two  seizures  have  been  made,  one  of  75  lbs,  of 
bacon  and  one  carcass  of  mutton. 


Zymotic  and  Notifiabie  Disease. 

The  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  11 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs)  ...  4 

,,  (other)  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  1 
Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  cases  occurred  in  February,  and  one  each  in 
January  and  May,  and  two  in  December.  There  were  no  deaths 

Measles. — A  few  cases  only  occurred  in  the  spring. 

Whooping  Cough.— An  epidemic  of  a  severity  sufficient  to  necessitate 
closing  the  Infant  School  from  March  15th  to  April  5th,  occurred  during  the 
spring.  There  were  4  deaths. 

Influenza. — A  few  odd  cases  only  occurred  and  one  death. 

Pneumonia.— There  were  3  deaths. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— There  was  one  death. 

Typhoid  Fever. — This  case  was  imported,  being  brought  into  the 
District  Hospital  before  being  diagnosed. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  and  Acute  Polio  Myelitis.— A  sporadic 
case  of  each  occurred,  mild  in  character  and  leaving  no  after  ill  effects.  Two 
deaths,  which  were  registered  as  being  due  to  “Septic  Miscarriage”  and 
“Parturition,”  have  been  classified  as  “Puerperal  Fever”  by  the  Registrar 
General.  No  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  requirements  as 
to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  satisfactorily  observed. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  this  Council  having  joined  their 
Scheme.  The  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Harvey,  reports  that  she  has  paid  1120 
visits  to  children  and  47  visits  to  expectant  mothers  during  the  year.  No  Welfare 
Centre  has  been  established  at  present.  There  were  137  births  notified  during 
the  year. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

The  staff  consists  of  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

(1) .  The  late  Inspector,  Mr.  Bill,  left  at  the  end  of  May,  and  his  successor, 
Mr.  Brown,  was  appointed  in  July. 

(2) .  The  only  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Infectious  Disease 
consists  of  the  use  of  two  beds  at  the  Lichfield  Rural  Isolation  Hospital,  at 
Curborough,  near  Lichfield.  These  beds  have  to  be  reserved  for  cases  occurring 
in  those  houses  in  which  isolation  is  impossible,  or  where  other  reasons  makefile 
removal  of  the  patient  imperative.  I  have  many  times  pointed  out  the  need  for 
an  Isolation  Hospital.  This  district  is  much  too  small  to  maintain  one  out  of  its 
own  resources,  and  a  joint  scheme  is  necessary. 


(3),  The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  district 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1889. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  part  2,  3,  4,  except 
section  67,  part  5,  and  section  95  comprised  in  part  10. 


There  are  1018  houses  in  the  district,  and  the  number  of  working-class  houses 
is  780.  36  new  houses  erected  under  the  Council’s  scheme  are  nearly  finished, 

and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  this  year  (1921).  The  rent  of  these  houses 
(including  rates)  is  so  high  that  they  will  not  supply  the  demand  which  will  be 
created  when  the  time  comes  to  condemn  those  houses  which  do  not  come  up  to 
the  necessary  standard  cf  fitness,  all  of  which  are  rented  at  3/-  or  under. 
Neither  is  it  likely  that  occupiers  of  the  better  houses,  now  rented  at  from  3/6  to 
5/-  per  week,  will  migrate  to  the  new  ones.  There  is  now  no  acute  shortage  of 
houses.  No  important  changes  in  population  are  to  be  expected  in  the  immediate 
future. 

Overcrowding. — This  has  considerably  diminished  although  there  is  still 
a  certain  amount.  People  have  learnt  during  the  War  that  it  is  possible  to  keep 
lodgers  even  with  a  limited  accommodation,  and  consequently  a  certain  number 
do  so  now. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — There  is  no  change  since  last  year.  538  houses 
are  comparatively  new,  and  242  are  old  houses  of  varying  age.  Some  5  or  6  are 
wooden-framed,  and  2  have  thatched  roofs.  None  of  these  latter  have  a  damp 
course  and  are  all  more  or  less  damp. 

Unhealthy  Areas. — These  are  4  in  number,  and  consist  of  small  groups 
of  houses  situated  in  courts  in  ill-ventilated  situations. 


Appendices. 


Housing  Conditions. 

Statistics. — Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


I.— GENERAL. 


(1) 

Estimated  population 

4933 

(2) 

General  death-rate 

10N3 

(3) 

Death-rate  from  tuberculosis... 

•202 

(4) 

Infantile  mortality  . 

100-77 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

1018 

(6) 

Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

780 

(7) 

Number  of  new  working-class  houses 
erected 

0 

2.  —  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


—  inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  H 

(2)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910  ...  ...  ...  •  • «  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  i  1 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  inconsequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  4 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919 . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied'  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  heen 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 


3.  — UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 


Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  (b),  Part  II.,  of  the 
Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area 

(2)  Acreage 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ... 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4. — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...  0 


J  None. 


5. — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  ) 
briefly,  the  duties  of  each  officer  ( 


Inspector  of  Nuisances  only. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act. — 47  Inspections  were  made  under  this 
Act.  The  number  of  Workshops  in  the  district  is  30,  at  31st  Dec.,  1920,  made 
up  as  follows  : — 


Dressing  and  Millinery  5 

Painting  and  Plumbing  2 

Workshop  Laundries  2 

Wheelwright,  etc.  2 

Cabinet  Maker  1 

Baking  2 


Boot  Bepairing  3 

Tailors  2 

.Mason  1 

Blacksmiths  3 

Garages  4 


Carpenters  &  Joiners  3 


There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  district. 

One  complaint  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  as  to  insufficient  Closet 
accommodation  has  been  attended  to  and  the  default  remedied. 

Canal  Boats. — 20  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  all  found  to 
be  in  good  condition. 

Vaccination. — A  Table  of  Vaccination  Statistics  is  appended 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Public  Vaccinator. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


RICHD.  FREER. 


TABLE  1 


Causes  of  Death  In  RugeSe’/  Urban  District,  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males. 

Females. 

(Civilians  only) — All  Causes. 

25 

28 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small-pox 

3 

Measles 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 

Influenza 

1 

8 

Erysipelas  ... 

9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

1 

10 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  ...  ... 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...| 

2 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

14 

Meningitis 

15 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

16 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

1 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 

20 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

21 A 

Alcoholism 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 

1 

23 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

24 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever... 

25 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

1 

1 

26 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

1 

l 

27 

Suicide 

28 

Other  defined  Diseases 

6 

9 

29 

Causes  ill-deflned  or  unknown 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  (total) 

4 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Births 

64 

65 

Legitimate 

60 

63 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

Population  for  Births  and  Deaths 

J  4933 

TABLE  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  Rugeiey  during  1920  and  previous  five  'tears. 
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the  District. 
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00 
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129 
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corrected 

Number 

3 

98 

104 

100 
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98 

128 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
Year. 

2 

4530 

BirthB  4730 
Deaths  4347 

Births  4675 
Deaths  4195 

Births  4784 
Deaths  4270 

Births  4942 
Deaths  4744 

4933 

Year. 

1 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

TABLE  118.  Vaccination  for  Ten  Years  ending  1920, 
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TABLE  IV. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  inspector’s  Department 
during  the  Year  1820,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Rugeley. 
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